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Turnip

throe flowers on a stem instead of the
single flower head which is most common,
and the new bunch-flowered varieties have
been obtained by crossing with these
species.

The cultivation of most of the garden
tulips is similar. The novice first receives
a txilip in the form of a bulb, which is
almost similar to the bulb of the onion.
These bulbs, like those of the hyacinth and
other spring-flowering bulbs, contain
within them sufficien-t plant food to pro-
duce flowers for one season, but if they
are to flower again year after year, the
plants need extra food, and for this reason
they should be grown in ground that is
moderately rich, light, and well drained.
Fresh manure is inadvisable, but any
ground which has been previously manured
and cropped is suitable for the cultivation
of ordinary tulips, No tulip should bo
planted before November, with the excep-
tion of one or two of the rarer species.
The reason for this late planting is that
the tulip foliage is easily damaged by
frosts. If bulbs are planted early in the
season, top growth begins and the leaves
appear above the surface of: the soil m
mid-winter. The appearance of the foliage
is easily mined by frosts, and it may be
that the flowers are also damaged. Bulbs
that are planted late in the year are
usually safe, as the foliage does not appear
until early spring.

To be sure of success, plant the bulbs
4 in. deop and 6 in. apart, and after plant-
ing them put a mulch of well-decayed
manure or coconut fibre all over the surface
of the bed. This will protect any shoots
which venture to come above the soil in
winter time. If the soil is inclined to be
heavy, a little sand at the base of the bulb
at planting time will be of assistance, and
the easiest way to provide this is to cover
the surface of the flower-bed with an inch
depth of sand before planting is begun.

As the holes are made, either with the
dibber or trowel, a little of the sand will
trickle into each hole and the bulb will
rest on this, and thus perfect drainage
immediately under the bulbs will be
ensured. Tulips do not need any support
as the stems should hold the flowers erect
without any artificial aid.
Tulips should always be lifted annually

(except in the case of certain species), as
if they are left in the ground, they tend
to begin a new season's growth too early,
and may be damaged by frost. At the
same time certain of the bulbs, for
instance, the Darwin and late-flowering
tulips, do not harm if left for three years,
so long as care is taken to keep them away
from frosts if their leaves come above the
ground in winter. The best method, how-
ever, is to wait until the leaves have
turned completely brown, then to lift the
tulips, dry them in the sun, clean them,
and store them in a cool, airy shed until
planting times comes again. But do not
allow the ordinary tulips to be "roasted*1
in sunshine that is over-strong. If it is
not convenient to leave the bulbs where
they are until the foliage dies off they can
be lifted with as much soil as possible,
and replanted into some odd corner of the
garden where they can complete their
growth.

The old tulip bulb will be exhausted
after each year of flowering, and the new
season's bulb is a development of the tiny
bud which can be seen near the base if a
bulb is dissected, this bud being the flower
shoot for the following season. If it is
found, on lifting, that a bulb has split
into three or four smaller bulbs, these can
be. divided and re-planted as separate bulbs.
It is possible, if they are much smaller,
that they will not flower the following
year, but they will probably all bloom the
second year afterwards.
TULIPA. See TULIP.
TULIP TREE. See LIBIODBNDEON.
TUNBRIDGE FILMY FERN. See

HY. MENOPHYLLUM,

TUNICA (tu-ni-ca. Caryophyllese).
The only grown species of this genus of
hardy annual and perennial herbs, is
T. saxijraga, a desirable dwarf perennial,
with numerous pale rose flowers. Suitable
for edgings to beds and borders, and for
crevicos in walls and rockeries.

Propagate by seeds sown in the desired
flowering position in April, or by division,
in spring. Plant in ordinary soil.

TURF.    See LAWNS.

TURKEY'S BEARD.    See XBEOPHYL-

LUM.

TURNIP. Brassica campestri$ Rapa.
Although not regarded as a necessity,